Easter Sermon 2011 by Mark Pilgrim

‘The Resurrection according to John: a powerpadkapisformation stories’

Last week | stumbled upon a secret. It's a searegbing to share with you.

It's this: within the famous, transformation stavhich is the Resurrection in the Gospel of Johrtlamee
hidden transformations. It's almost as though Jelso keen to convey the miracle and wonder of God
bringing mankind new life in Christ that he ‘cubée message — he tells three separate and marvello
stories of transformation within the one big story.

Let me explain.

The first hidden, almost secret transformation iliethis: John’s account of the resurrection is gety
definitely, in a garden. Mary actually takes thennshe sees near her for the gardener. Is thisadeince?
Perhaps not.

What other part of the Bible do you think of whgoei have a man and a woman in a garden? ‘Genesis’
would be a pretty good answer. And what do you hbhegee? The ‘type’ or ‘first version’ of man and
woman, Adam and Eve, in the Garden of Eden, se¢ thethe creator of the Garden — God. One of the
phrases that gets attached to Jesus early on lhysh€hristians is ‘the new Adam’... It might juise that
the writer of the fourth gospel is already alivahs. The resurrection, he is saying, produces riaw
Adam’ — the full human being God that God wished immtends all human beings to be. And, just to re-
enforce the point the gospel writer has Mary Magdelidentify Jesus with ‘the gardener’ — the crneatml
tender of the Garden, God himself. So, do youwéhin those opening verses, as the resurrectesiCind
Mary Magdelene encounter each other in the garfiegsarrection, a transformation of Old Testament
understanding is being pointed to? Now resurrectesl)s is the new, improved Adam.

Now let’s find the second, almost secret transfadiona

All of the gospels report messengers from God giviaws to the disciples that Jesus had risen. Sohn’
account is very particular. He writes: Mary Magaelésaw two angels in white, sitting where the bofly
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and theattties feet.’ It's reckoned, once again, that thian
allusion to another Old Testament passage. If 1 ‘aglere else do you find two angels, one at ore@ra
plinth or platform, and the other at the other éiyd® might be hard put to answer. The verse you're
looking for — the one that’s on the tip of your goie — is... Exodus 25.18. Here the Ark of the Covéerthe
‘Holy of Holies’ holding the most precious objeatsall Judaism, the tablets of the 10 Commandmaests,
being described. Exodus 25 says: ‘Make two cheruhibof hammered gold at the ends of the cover.eMak
one cherubim on one end and the second cheruleasthibr.’ Do you see what the writer of the fourth
gospel might be pointing to? The old order, the Tddtament has, with the resurrection, been sugedce
No longer are the 10 Commandments the Holy of i4alighe most important parts of God’s revelation to
Man. No. The two cherubs either side of Jesus’ griysteral plinth attest to the truth that the Resction
has taken the Tablets place. Out with the Law:ith the new, transforming, unpredictable and peston
transformation of Christ-centred resurrection.

That’s John’s hidden, subtle indication of the resction pointing to radical transformation squardast
one more to go — but to have three stories hiddénmnyjust one bigger story of seven verses isad s it?
Let’s find the third.

Jesus'’ first words to Mary include the questionhdh are you seeking?’ And then, a few moments,later
when Mary realises that she has encountered tleRisrd, Jesus says ‘Do not hold on to me’. Thenthe
being picked up here is most probably God’s longiegrch for his people. Again in the Old Testamtg,
time in the Song of Songs, we can read a passdbestnong associations to this cameo picture im3oh
gospel. One passage goes: ‘All night long on myldedked for the one my heart loves; | looked ian

but did not find him...l will search for the one mgdrt loves’. Then ‘when | found the one my heavek |
held him and would not let him go.’



The Song of Songs is an allegorical poem about &lode for his people. The whole of the Old Testaine
one could say, is a love story, in which God amddsdance and promise and separate and recodeilg.
Magdelene represents the lowly band of outcastatha supercedes the old Israel in turning to ewdra
the love of God — now offered in ultimate, redeegriiorm n the Risen Christ. This is a well hidden b
powerful pointer towards the transformation offerethe Risen Christ indeed.

And that allusion to the Song of Songs, in those @ntwo verses of John’s gospel, | suggest, brings
total of our discovery and examination of hiddeocamts of transformation to three. The overall and
powerful enough story of the Resurrection is ‘cubed

But there is one more gem, one more great themasftw quarry from these few, seven verses. And tha
comes in the final verse: ‘Mary Magdelene went andounced to the disciples ‘I have seen the Laua}
she told them that he had said these things toHere was have Mary Magdelene, a woman with a
supposedly dubious history given the privilege @hl the first person in all of human history togaim
the good news of Christ’s resurrection. What bigget better transformation of the old ways of thit o
priorities and ways of understanding things cobleré be than that? Mary, here, tells the gospelgtod
news, whose spread is the subject of the resteolibw Testament. And it all begins with Mary
Magdelene’s words to the amazed disciples ‘| haemdhe Lord'.

So, this morning and this Easter, let us take reeadtinspiration from the way the writer of the ffilugospel
wants to pack so many allusions to the total adatghtransformation brought into the world by Jsu
resurrection.

Jesus’ resurrection points to the arrival of thevMeam. Jesus’ resurrection points to the supencedif
the Law by a truly personal connection with GoddAlesus’ resurrection points to God and humanity’s
long search for each other being complete in thiseand for all act of divine and human reconadiat

Let us give thanks for this power pack of transfations wrought by God — and resolve’ like Mary
Magdelene, to tell the good news that Jesus has misour turn.



